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Unit 1: Arabic Race and Origing

N N

Arabic Race and Origing

From time immemorial, the nomad Arabs,
owners of great flocks and herds, have
wandered to and fro upon Arabia moving
their camps of black camels haircloth
tents wherever the grass grows or a tiny
rill of water tinkles; journeying from one
point to another on single-humped camels
— the only steed the nature of the country
will permit- in endless caravans, which
sometimes become warlike expeditions.

What is this nation, which at one moment of
its history leapt up before the world in
sudden and amazing fortune,
overthrowing the great Persian Empire of
the Sasaninas, and defeating the Roman
Legions of the Lower Empire? One burst
of enthusiasm- it was but a flash- sent
forth these men (who had done nothing
until then but quarrel over a good
camping-ground, or fight to avenge some
wrong) to conquer the whole. But the
Bedouin fell back before long into his
primitive way of life. Lovingly has he
clung to the native ignorance, which he
never would cast off. As for the town-
bred Arab, intercourse with Syrian and
Chaldean merchants, before the days of
Islam, and with the pilgrims who have
gathered to venerate the Sacred Temple
of Mecca, the Kaba and its Black Stone,
ever since the times of Mohammad
(Peace be Upon Him and His Progency),
the Prophet, has done something, it may
be- but little enough- towards his
civilization, and those vices which are
the virtues of the primitive man-
cunning, greed, suspiction, cruelty-regin
unchecked, even to this day, in the hearts
of the dwellers in these inaccessible
towns.
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The Arab of the Desert is a man of
courage, at all events. His adventurous
mode of life makes bravery
indispensable. A perpetual traveler, he
wanders to and for seeking the
necessary water-supply for his flocks
cannot exist. For a lengthened period his
camel was his only one mentioned in
the Bible and the ancient classics. The
introduction of the horse-we know not
the exact period provided fresh food for
the moral qualities. The Arab became an
excellent horseman; and, from the
fourth century of our era, Sarecen
cavalry makes its appearance. The
Thamudites, an Arab tribe, numbered
fighting men who brandished lances,
and rode that pachyderm whose
conquest was held by Buffon to be a
noble thing. Often two warrious
bestrode the same dromedary, as in
those  squadrons  which  General
Bonaparte sent out to scout the Desert.
When the sence of combat was reached,
one rider would descend, and mount the
charger he had led, barebacked, to the
spot. Dressed in the coat of mail
borrowed from the Persiants, helmet on
head, and waving the long bamboo
lance which ships had brought up the
Persian Gulf from India to Al-Khat,
these horsemen charged and then fled,
ready to charge down again upon the
enemy who should advance in their
pursuit. This was war: but the Bedouin
was a robber too, a bandit, a brigand.
The Ghazwa — the Razzia, as the French
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say, borrowing an Algerian expression-
is, indeed, a primitive form of the
struggle for exixtence, but, to us
civilized folk, it is an act of brigandage-
flocks and herds driven off, woman and
children carried away into slavery, and
now and again a general massacre. The
poetry of these same brigands is by no
means the least charming among that
which has come down to us from the old
days. The word " Ghazwa", however,
acquired a different meaning in the
period of Prophet and afterward.

From what place did this people spring?

By languge and ethnological
conformation, it certainly belongs to the
great Semite group, which is scattered
over the whole of this place in Asia. The
Peninsula may possibly have been
populated by a migration of tribes from
the lower Babylonian plains. Yet its
traditions betray some cross breedng
with African races. At a very early
period the slave-trade carried black
people to Aravian soil. It is a curious
fact that the Arabs themselves ascribe
pure and dialect with the Ethiopians;
and accept as a more recent source of
their own nationality, a Semite
emigration, led by Ishmael, son of
Abraham and Hagar, or the issue of his
marriage with a daughter of Yemen. Be
that as it may, it was the struggle
between the descendants of Gahtan,
King of Sheba, and the children of
Adnan of house of Ishmaeal, and the
wars of the tribes connected with them,
whose migrations led them here and
there across the mountains and over the
wide sand wastes, which evoked the
poetic genius of Arabic.
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Unit 2: The Arabic Language (1)

/
The Arabic Language (1)

The ancient languages of south-western Asia,

The Semitic originally lived at one home-

of which Arabic is the youngest, (except
for the modern revival of Hebrew) form a
welle-defined and independent family
known as "the Semitic language group".
They are all closely interrelated and
present such a remarkable resemblance in
vocabulary and structure that they
evidently possess a common origin-the
language of the Semitic.

land, where they spoke one language. But
when they emigrated to new lands and
settled among new peoples, their speech
changed partially or fully under the impact
of the languages current in their new
homes. But do we know the parent
language, that is to say, the language
which they spoke before emigration? The
answer is in the negative. For, in the first
place, there is no extant literature of most
of the Semitic languages and, secondly, the
evidence available from archaeological
discoveries made in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries in parts of al- ' Iraq,
Mesopotamia, Sinai peninasula and al-
Yaman is too slender to facilitate the
identification of the parent language.
However, a study of the Semitic
languages, whether dead or alive, shows
without doublt that they, and particularly
Arabic, Ethiopic, Hebrew, Aramaic and
Assyrian are closely related in structure
and grammar. Prominent points of
resemblance among the Semitic languages
are:
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